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				2/15/2014	March 22, 2014 OVC fund raising event to feature Bill Powers
	OVC is pleased to announce that Bill Powers, an expert on distributed solar power generation (aka “Solar Done Right”) will speak at our annual fund raising event Saturday March 22, 2014 at the Mountain Light Gallery, 106 Main St., Bishop, CA. The event will also feature the world premiere of an OVC promotional video done by Bishop production company Bristlecone Media, as well as a silent auction. Guests will have a chance to support OVC and also learn how to fight DWP’s monstrous proposed industrial-scale solar facility to be built in the middle of the valley near Manzanar. Festivities start at 5:00 pm and conclude at 8:00 pm with a $10 suggested donation at the door.
	Contacts:	Daniel Pritchett [email protected] Phone:
	



	1/18/2014	OVC elects Board of Directors for 2014
	The Owens Valley Committee held its annual elections on January 14, 2014. Mary Roper, Harry Williams, Daniel Pritchett, Connie Spenger, and Nancy Masters were re-elected, and Max Gallegos was elected for the first time. After the election, the board elected Mary Roper to be president and Daniel Pritchett Vice President. Connie Spenger and April Zrelak agreed to continue as Secretary and Treasurer, respectively. The board thanks Mark Bagley (who resigned last fall) and outgoing president Alan Bacock for serving in 2013.
	Contacts:	Phone:
	



	6/11/2013	OVC newsletter available
	The spring/summer edition of the OVC newsletter is now available. If you didn’t receive a hard copy in the mail, download it from the link above this news item or go to http://www.ovcweb.org/docs/Rainshadow_0413_v4.pdf
	Contacts:	Phone:
	



	5/26/2013	OVC leaves Owens Lake Planning Committee
	The Owens Valley Committee (OVC) has finally given up on the Owens Lake Planning Committee. In the morning session of the Planning Committee meeting of May 15, 2013, DWP’s Marty Adams said, “It’s a lot to ask of anyone to continue to work with us…If somebody thinks it’s not worthwhile to work with us I fully understand.” Nina Weisman (OVC representative to the Planning Committee) took Adams at his word. In the afternoon session, Weisman cited Adams’ comments and stated that OVC had reached the point where it could no longer work with DWP through the Planning Committee. She proceeded to read a statement giving some background for OVC’s resignation from the committee.
Wiesman commended DWP for its commitment to maintain bird habitat at Owens lake, but then stated OVC could not support DWP’s “Owens Lake Master Project.” She gave three reasons: 1) DWP’s decision to make Owens Lake Master Project implementation contingent upon LA winning litigation limiting its responsibility for dust mitigation to the existing 45 square mile area; 2) DWP’s decision to include new groundwater pumping in the project; and 3) DWP’s refusal to commit to using any water saved in Owens Valley.

Weisman then stated that DWP had improperly cited Planning Committee negotiations in web-based attacks on Great Basin Air Pollution Control District. She said OVC had asked that these attacks be removed from the internet, but that DWP had not done so. As a result, Weisman concluded that the Planning Committee had been captured by the DWP Public Relations department, and that OVC would no longer be able to be a member of or have its name associated with the Planning Committee.

According to the Master Plan website, the Owens Lake Planning Committee was convened by DWP in 2010 to “identify broadly supported goals to enhance the Owens lakebed,” with a charter specifying a consensus-based decision-making process. OVC was a member from the beginning. On March 26, 2013, DWP sent a letter to Planning Committee members stating that it had decided to unilaterally develop a plan for Owens Lake, thus abandoning its own consensus-based process. In April 2013, DWP unveiled its “Owens Lake Master Project” to replace the “Owens Lake Master Plan” previously under collaborative development by the Planning Committee.

After the meeting Weisman noted that the Planning Committee no longer has any power and has been reduced to an advisory role. She added that OVC does not want to be window dressing for DWP’s efforts to establish a new wellfield in the name of dust mitigation at Owens Lake. OVC is committed to the health and prosperity of the entire valley and would be happy to join DWP and other stakeholders in good faith efforts to unify and appropriately manage the entire watershed, including Owens Lake and upstream portions of Owens Valley.

	Contacts:	Phone:
	



	5/16/2013	Eden Interrupted: Historical perspectives on Owens Valley agriculture
	Conversation #21 in the series “Conversations about water” sponsored by the Metabolic Studio. 7:00 pm Thursday, June 6, Mairs Market, 149 S. Edwards., Independence, CA
	Contacts:	Phone: 510-468-7113
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